the importance of networks, highlighted opportunities for building or improving professional relationships, and instructed training in communication skills.
Participants were challenged to approach networking not focused exclusively on their own benefits but as mutual service in a supportive community. This approach lessens the sense of burden often connected to networking and makes being sought out for support, advice, feedback, or a letter of reference an expected part of the job. Workshop attendees became aware of the importance of identifying their short-and long-term professional goals and communicating them to mentors and peers-prerequisite to having a need intentionally met. They then learned how to create opportunities to expand their networks at conferences and meetings or through mutual contacts by identifying people they would like to meet and preparing an introduction in advance.
Participants put their newly acquired skills and perspectives into practice by identifying peers and mentors in their existing networks and categorizing them according to their strengths. By understanding the role that individuals play in meeting professional needs, researchers can avoid taxing professional relationships and build a balanced support system, with each relationship providing unique value.
As one approach to purposeful network building, the workshop addressed Web-based communication. There are many options for social or professional online networks. For example, ESWN is developing an online networking space on its Web site, http:// eswnonline .org (this space, sponsored by AGU, is currently in the internal test phase), and the current ESWN listserv provides a friendly and safe community where women can seek professional advice and discuss all topics related to research, teaching, job advances, and sensitive gender-related issues.
ESWN brings together women from around the world who share a passion and enthusiasm for Earth sciences, thus meeting one of the largest recognized needs for female students: a feeling of connection with others in their field. We invite those who identify themselves as Earth science women to visit http:// eswnonline .org and become part of this community.
The 
